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WORK AND DEVELOPMENT PERMIT SCHEME 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [2.05 pm]: I rise to share with the house the exciting news 
that the government’s work and development permit scheme, provided for in the Fines, Penalties and Infringement 
Notice Enforcement Amendment Act 2020, will come into operation on 30 September next. In keeping with the 
government’s focus on supporting marginalised and vulnerable Western Australians, the act introduces a statutory 
concept of hardship that includes mental illness and disability, experience of family and domestic violence, 
homelessness, drug and alcohol problems, and financial hardship. When a debtor is experiencing hardship affecting 
their ability to pay or otherwise discharge their fine debts, they can enter into a consensual agreement to undertake 
approved activities with the support of an approved sponsor, known as a work and development permit. Activities 
could be, for example, drug and alcohol counselling, vocational or educational programs, unpaid work, or medical 
or mental health treatment. The work and development permit scheme is being delivered by the Department of 
Justice in partnership with Legal Aid WA and the Aboriginal Legal Service WA. All three agencies are actively 
engaging with potential sponsors throughout the state who may be able to support vulnerable and disadvantaged 
clients in making applications on their behalf, supervising the approved activity and reporting on progress. Sponsors 
are key to the success of the scheme. Approved sponsors can provide additional support to existing clients, as well 
as help new clients. Working with clients, a sponsor will assess an individual’s suitability, identify appropriate 
activities, submit an application and, if approved, supervise and report on completed activities. So far, sponsors 
include Bloodwood Tree Association, which offers a range of services, including alcohol and drug and mental 
health services; Anglicare WA; and Nirrumbuk Aboriginal Corporation, amongst others. I thank all sponsors for 
their collaboration. I believe that 50 organisations have so far applied to be sponsors. 
We are hopeful that, if given the option to complete treatment plans, programs and the like, debtors will be able to 
address the offending behaviour that led them to come into contact with the justice system in the first place. 
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